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Panasonic Industry Europe GmbH Announces Leadership Transition

MUNICH, September 2026

Ottobrunn, Germany, 30 September 2026 – Panasonic Industry Europe GmbH today announced the retirement of its President and CEO, Johannes Spatz, effective 30 September 2026, following more than 27 years of service within Panasonic and over a decade of leadership in Europe. Before taking on this role, Spatz served for several years as CEO of Panasonic Electric Works Europe AG (PEWEU) in Holzkirchen. 

Under his leadership, Panasonic Industry Europe was established at its current Ottobrunn location in 2017, bringing together several business units, including Panasonic Industrial Devices Sales Europe (PIDSEU), based in Haar. This was followed by the merger of PEWEU and PIEU into one company in October 2022. Throughout this period, the company strengthened its position as a trusted partner for customers across a broad range of industries, while successfully navigating significant transformation and organizational change.

Effective 1 October 2026, Kosuke Akiyoshi will assume the role of President of Panasonic Industry Europe GmbH. Akiyoshi brings more than three decades of experience within Panasonic, having held senior leadership positions in sales, marketing and international management. His career includes assignments in Europe and Asia, most recently serving as Global Sales Director of Panasonic Industry’s Industrial Devices Business Division. 

The appointment reflects Panasonic Industry’s commitment to continuity, long-term growth and closer alignment between its European operations and global business organization. With extensive international experience and deep knowledge of the industrial market, Akiyoshi will continue Panasonic Industry Europe’s focus on delivering value to customers, supporting innovation and strengthening partnerships throughout the region. 

About Panasonic Industry Europe GmbH 

Panasonic Industry Europe GmbH is part of the global Panasonic Industry organization, one of the eight major operating companies within Panasonic Holding. Panasonic Industry Europe provides products and services for industrial customers all over Europe.  
  
Panasonic Industry Europe is committed to enabling customers to achieve their goals in a broad range of industrial sectors such as mobility, infrastructure, automation, medical, appliances, smart living, and security. With the know-how of devices and solution technologies, cultivated through a global mindset and over a century of tradition, Panasonic Industry collaborates closely with customers to create a sustainable future.  
 
Panasonic Industry Europe’s broad and diverse product portfolio encompasses key electronic component sectors including electromechanical and passive components, batteries and other energy products, sensors, thermal management materials and custom solutions, as well as automation devices & solutions.   

More about Panasonic Industry Europe: http://industry.panasonic.eu     
 
About the Panasonic Group 
Founded in 1918, the Panasonic Group is a global leader developing innovative technologies and solutions with wide-ranging applications in the consumer electronics, devices, B2B solutions, heating and cooling, electrical equipment and lighting, and energy sectors worldwide. The Panasonic Group consists of Panasonic Holdings Corporation, seven operating companies and affiliates both within Japan and overseas. Panasonic Holdings Corporation reported consolidated net sales of 46.0 billion euros (8,048.7 billion yen) for the year ended March 31, 2026. To learn more about the Panasonic Group, please visit: https://holdings.panasonic/global/    
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